Matrix Ash Weds Service

Ash Wednesday. There is no other day like Ash Wednesday. The proud and the meek, the arrogant and the humble are all made equal on Ash Wednesday. The healthy and the sick, the assured and the sick in spirit, all made their way to church in the grey morning or in the dusty afternoon. They line up silently, eyes downcast, bony fingers counting the beads of the rosary, lips mumbling prayers. All are repentant, all are preparing themselves for the shock of the laying of the ashes on the forehead and the priest’s agonising words. ‘Thou art dust and to dust thou shalt return.’

Opening sentences

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit: a broken and contrite heart you will not despise. Grace mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all

And also with you
Songs

The Lord is my light my light and salvation 

In him I trust

Bless the Lord my soul

Collect for Ash Wednesday (a free modern translation):

massive and longer lasting god

you hate nothing you have made

you forgive the sins of everyone who regrets them and is sorry

create and make in us new and conscientious hearts

that, regretting the stuff we’ve done wrong and acknowledging our sad state,

we can receive from you, god of all mercy, total forgiveness and peace

through jesus christ our lord who is alive and parties with you and the holy spirit, one god, now and forever

amen

Reading and meditation

Confession

Kyrie eleison Christe eleison

Lord have mercy Christ have mercy

Most holy and merciful God

We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole comunion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone

We have not loved you with all our heart, and mind and strength

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven

Kyrie eleison Christe eleison

Lord have mercy Christ have mercy

We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us

We have not been true to the mind of Christ

We have grieved your Holy Spirit

Kyrie eleison Christe eleison

Lord have mercy Christ have mercy

We confess to you O God:

All our past unfaithfulness

The pride, hypocrisy and impatience in our lives

Our self indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other people

Our anger at our own frustration and our envy of those more fotunate than ourselves

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in our daily life and work

Our negligence in prayer and worship and our failure to commend the faith that is in us

Kyrie eleison Christe eleison

Lord have mercy Christ have mercy

Accept our repentance O God for the wrongs we have done. For our neglect of human need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty

For all false judgements, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbours, and for prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us

For our waste and pollution of your creation and our lack of concern for those who come after us

Kyrie eleison Christe eleison

Lord have mercy Christ have mercy

Restore us O God 

and let your anger depart from us

Favorably hear us O God for your mercy is great

Amen

Imposition of ashes

As a sign of penitence with which we shall keep this season of preparation for Easter I invite you to receive on your head in ash the sign of the cross, the symbol of our salvation

God our Father you create us from the dust of the earth: grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our penitence and a symbol of our mortality; for it is by grace alone that we receive eternal life in Jesus Christ our Saviour

Amen
O God you have made us for yourself and against your longing there is no defence

Mark us with your love and release in us a passion for  your justice in our disfigured world

That we may turn from our guilt and face you our heart’s desire

Amen

[People are invited to mark one another with ash and say these words]

Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return

Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ

Almighty God who forgives all who truly repent have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in life eternal through jesus Christ our Lord

Amen
Hymn

When I survey the wondrous cross

Blessing

May God the Father who does not despise the broken spirit give to you a contrite heart

Amen
May the Christ who bore our sins in his body on the tree heal you by his wounds

Amen

May Almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

Amen

Go in the peace of Christ

Thanks be to God

